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Black Dog Syndrome causes
many dogs to be euthanized

BY CAROL CARIDAD
President, Paws 4 You Rescue
Why are so
many black dogs
not adopted?

The public is
simply not aware
of how doomed
black dogs are
when they are
brought to an
animal shelter. If
you haven’t heard the phrase Black Dog
Syndrome, you are not alone. But to ani-
mal shelters and pet rescue operations
across the country, this is a common and
very real situation. Black Dog Syndrome
refers to the theory that black dogs are
more likely to be passed over for adop-
tion and therefore more likely to be
euthanized at a horrifying rate. Some of
the reasons given by would be adopters
are:

¢ It is more difficult to see and con-
nect with a black dog in a poorly lit ken-
nel. Some people walk right by without
noticing them because the dark col-
ored dogs cannot be seen behind the
bars or wires of a cage.

® Black dogs do not photograph as
well as lighter-colored dogs because it is
not easy to distinguish their features and
their true expressions. If they have any
gray or white hairs on their face, they
often appear older than their real age.

* Some believe black dogs will
bring them bad luck or are perceived
as menacing.

* Some rescue people will say that
by ratio there are more black dogs avail-
able in shelters because black is a dom-
inant gene color in the canine pool of
genetics.

There is absolutely no scientific evi-
dence to support the position that
color has any bearing whatsoever on
temperament, health, or overall quality
of any dog, regardless of breed.

More information on Black Dog
Syndrome can be found on a website
run by a woman with a mission to edu-
cate people on the subject, Contrary to
the Ordinary: the Black Pearls of the Dog
World, at <www.blackpearldogs.com>.

The next time you visit a shelter or
rescue group, pay special attention to
the beautiful black dogs and cats waiting
to be noticed. Give them a chance to
find their way into your heart and home.

WANT A PUPPY?

Thinking about adopting a black
puppy today? Joey is a 4-month-old
black lab mix pulled from the euthana-
sia list at Animal Services and was noth-
ing but skin and bones (no hair!) when
we rescued him. Please call 786-242-
7377 or email <carol@pawsdyou.org>
to meet him. He is a special little boy.

Also, visit our web site for a list of
our other adoptable pets, along with
additional information on our organi-
zation. We are at Petsmart (Falls loca-
tion) every Sunday from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
introducing our dogs to potential own-
ers like yourself.

Make plans to sign up for our annual
Putt 4 Paws Golf Tournament on Oct. 8.
All proceeds benefit Paws4You Rescue.

Carol Caridad is president of Paws 4
You Rescue, a mot-for-profit volunteer
organization dedicated to saving animals
from euthanasia, re-homing abandoned
pets, providing mnecessary medical treat-
ment and educating the community on the
importance of spaying and neutering pets.
Caridad may be contacted by calling 786-
242-7377 or by addressing email to
carol@pawsdyou.org.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 350
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 350
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


